
W hether because of  changing l i festyles  or  s imply  because
houses  are  becoming outdated,  mil l ions of  Nor th
Amer icans are  renovating their  homes ever y  year,  

spending more money annual ly  on renovation than on new home
constr uction.  But  renovations can be fraught  with unintended
consequences l ike  indoor  air  pol lut ion.  How do you remodel  in  a
healthy,  environmental ly  fr iendly  way?

G re e n  Re m o d e l i n g is  a  comprehensive guide.  It  f i rst  points  out
the advantages  of  remodeling.  Bui ldings  are  responsible  for  40%
of  worldwide energy f low and mater ial  use;  so  how you remodel
can make a  di f ference.  Upgrading fur naces,  cabinets  and toi lets
means less  fossi l  fuel  pol lut ion,  reduced resource deplet ion,  and
fewer  health r isks.  Green remodeling is  more energy-eff ic ient ,
more resource-conser ving,  healthier  for  occupants  and more
affordable  to  create,  operate  and maintain.

The book then discusses  s imple green renovation solutions for  homeowners,  focusing on  key aspects  of
the bui lding including foundations,  f raming,  plumbing,  windows,  heating and f inishes.  Room by room, i t
outl ines  the intr icate  connections that  make the house work as  a  system.  For  example,  how new 
windows may affect  the str ucture and mechanical  systems of  the rooms below,  the health of  the family,
and the future of  old-growth forests.   Then,  in  an easy-to-read for mat  complete  with checkl ists,  personal
stor ies,  exper t  insights  and an extensive resource l ist ,  i t  covers  easy ways to  save energy,  conser ve nat-
ural  resources,  and protect  the health of  loved ones.  Addressing al l  c l imates,  this  is  a  per fect  resource
for  conventional  homeowners,  as  wel l  as  architects  and remodeling contractors.  

Da v i d  Jo h n s t o n was named one of  the top 50 remodelers  in  the U.S.  in  1990.  He developed the f irst
green remodeling program in the U.S.  and is  creating a  national  green cer t i f icat ion program for  the
National  Associat ion of  the Remodeling Industr y.  K i m  Ma s t e r is  a  green bui lding consultant .  Both are
from Boulder,  Colorado.  
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For 20 years, David Johnston has been a leader in combining environmental design and excellence
in residential construction. Now he has put this deep experience into Green Remodeling, for the
rest of us to draw upon. His on-the-ground experience, through the good and the difficult, makes
for entertaining reading, while providing highly useful and accessible information. Not only does
it address the latest thinking about green building, it's one of the best guides to building in gener-
al. David, as usual, doesn't pull any punches. --  Bill Reed, AIA, LEED AP, Natural Logic

At a time when every American is feeling helpless about affecting change and seeking ways to
make a difference, along comes Green Remodeling -- one of the most empowering, comprehensive
how-to books ever ! Yes, we can change the world for the better by the way we remodel our home. -
- Honorable Claudine Schneider, former US congresswoman, and author of energy efficiency
and renewable energy legislation

Imagine having factually accurate and emotionally calming info at your finger tips when you
remodel your home. Now, add energy-conscious, durable, healthy, and environmentally-responsi-
ble. Sound implausible? In Green Remodeling, David Johnston uses rich language, anecdotes and
anec-don'ts to help homeowners translate their needs and desires into refreshed spaces that are
gorgeous, great, and green. -- Helen English, Executive Director, Sustainable Buildings Industry
Council

The only solution for the condition of our planet today is for each of us to do all we can to preserve
and enhance the natural capital on which the future of our children depends. The air we breathe,
the water we drink, and the integrity of the ecosystems on which all life and thus all economic
activity depends is vital for a sustainable future. Green Remodeling is a tool you can use today to
make your contribution to ensuring a secure future for all the world's children. - Hunter Lovins,
president of Natural Capitalism, Inc., and author of Natural Capitalism

As co-host of the integral sustainability domain, David is one of the leading thinkers on how to
transform our consumer culture to a more sustainable world. Everyone has a role to play in this
transition and Green Remodeling is a great place to start. No matter what your project may
involve, there are more environmentally sustainable ways to build and this book takes you step by
step toward a better future for all.... - Ken Wilber, modern philosopher and author of many
books including his latest work, The Simple Feeling of Being: Visionary, Spiritual, and Poetic
Writings.
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